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&N ALMOST RBINLESS 

BY Charles Fitzhugh Talman,  
Authority on Met eorologyi 

The northern coast of Chile is perhtlps the d r i e s t  region on the globe.' 

A t  the town of Iquique the r a in fa l l  averaged 0.05 inch a year during a period Of 

25 Years, while at h i c a ,  fa r ther  north, the  annual averalge f o r  17 years was only 

0.02 inch; a world record f o r  dryness. 

Place computed from measurements made during a 10% period of years i s  regarded by 

meteorologists as the Itnormal" rainfell f o r  the glace i n  question; but i n  a desert 

Ordinarily the average yearly rainfdl  of a 

intervals of months o r  years without any r a in  al ternate  with brief showers that ma;y 

even be tor ren t ia l ;  hence the average f luctuates  widely with the length of record 

and there i s  no such thing as a lInormal,.tt' 

Dr. Isaiah Bowman, i n  h i s  llDesert Tra i l s  of Atacama,Il writes of this 

coast: "Phe Br i t i sh  consul at Iquique told me that  he had advised some of h is  

friends who were coming o u t  from England not t o  bring umbrellas, f o r  i n  the fourteen 

Years he had then known the coast no r a in  had fa l len ,"  meaning, probably, none but 

a few ra re  sprinkles. "Yet on the night on which they disembarked from the steamer 

f t  was raining hard. I n  1906 there was a three days' rain;  a succession of l igh t  

showers with intervals  of heavy mist ,  which penetrated the houses and collected and 

ran off walls and ceil ings and soaked the CmpetS and bedsItt 
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