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TEATHE3 RETAIL TRADE 

By Charles ritzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Not  all meteorologists a re  .optimistic about the ?rosi?ects of eventually 

finding means of predicting the weather a long time i n  advance, but a l l  agree that  

accurate long-range weather forecasts ,  if they could be achieved, would be of im- 

mence value t o  mankind. How the weather affects r e t a i l  trade and how re t a i l e r s  

would p ro f i t  by knowing the character of coming seasons formed the subject of a re- 

cent address by George Bijur, who d i rec ts  the adve r t i s iw  of a large s tore  i n  

Newark, 1CT.J. He said: 

"If the weather turns ch i l ly  early i n  September, sales  Of f a l l  apparel a r e  

l ikely t o  boom. But i f  the weather remains mild and w a r m ,  r e t a i l e r s  maY be unable 

t o  disgose of t he i r  stocks of f a l l  wearables. I f  December i s  cold and blustery,  

overcoats and blankets w i l l  s e l l  ug t o  exoectations, but i f  winter days are  l a t e  i n  

arriving, :3eople w i l l  decide t o  get along with last year 's  fu r  coat. If s m e r  

sunshine arr ives  proq2tly on schedule early .in June, straw ha ts  w i l l  s e l l  by the 

thousand, and many men w i l l  purchase two before the summer i s  over. But if summer 

weather is l a t e  i n  arriving, most men w i l l  resusci ta te  l a s t  year's straws o r  C l i n g :  

t o  the i r  f e l t  hats ,  

"Last January anyone i n  New Jersey who wanted t o  buy a snow-shovel had 

about as d i f f i cu l t  a time as i f  held been shopping f o r  an ice-cream cone i n  the Gobi 

Desert. The winter had been s o  unexya!tedly severe and snowy, f o r  the f i r s t  time i n  

many years,  tha t  r e t a i l e r s  were caught unpreiared. 
a hard time finding thean t h i s  side of Montreal. 
had been perfected at t h i s  time, r e t a i l  sSbres could have added many hundreds of 
thousands o f  d o l l a r s  t o  t he i r  

People wanted em-muffs and had 
If long-range weather forecasting 
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