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ltPROTESTAiJT (I ff POP ISH" WIUDS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on 1!4eteorology. 

The other day I cane across a reference t o  the "protestant wind," and 

eventually discovered an e q l m a t i o n  of t'ne term i n  l?.ii. NiissOnls llhh?moirs and 

Observa,tions iii his Trzvels over  En&ynd,ll p b l i s h e d  i n  London i n  1719. The author 

Was a French j ro t e s t an t ,  who s e t t l ed  i n  EnLland a f t e r  the revocation Of the Edict 

of Nantes, and whose descriJtions of his &o.>ted country were p a i s e d  by Addison, 

I t  a:?2ears tha t  shortly before Jmes  I1 was driven from the English throne it be- 

custornwg i n  London t o  c d l  the east wind ngrotestnnt, l l  as favoring the in- 

vasion of W i l l i a m  of OrmLe, and a nind from the opI3osite direction lt;,o;?ish,fl as an 

obstacle t o  h i s  a r r iva l .  Misson t e l l s  UG thy3 on October 23, 1688, IIJames 11, being 

extremely r e s t l e s s  and uneasy, ordered a weathercock t o  b e  :?laced where he miLht 

See i t  from h i s  apartment, that he might learn by his  own eyes whether the  wind i s  

On October 30, the king received false news t o  the  effect tk . t  Prince 

~ i l l i n m l s  f l e e t  had been disgersed, and remarked laughing, t o  the French embassador: 

" A t  l a s t ,  then, the wind has deolared i t s e l f  a g @ i s t * t t  

l e s s  cheerful re-lort arrived, mid on Rovember 1, srws IGisson, "the weathercock 

Later in  the sane day a 

2oints Q northeast wind and the consternation increaoes; at th i s  moment W i l l i a m  

goes on board again.11 Four days l a t e r  the Prince of Orange laicled with h is  arlny* 
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