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EABLY, DROUGHTS fa ENGLAND 

By Charles Pitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology, 

In  view o f  the severe drought from wliich England has l a t e l y  been suffer- 

ing i t  i s  o f  i n t e re s t  t o  r e c a l l  the f ac t  that the medieval cnronicles of a r i t a i n  

abound 

vales i n  A. D. 298. 

f o r  s ix  o r  seven years. 

turesque incident, described i n  the Venerable 3ede' 6 "Ecclesiastical  History Of 

England". 

i n  records o f  similar v is i ta t ions .  Tne e a r l i e s t  one mentioned occurred i n  

In  676 began a se r i e s  of great  droughts, which recurred annually: 

The culminating point o f  th i s  dry spe l l  was marked by a pic- 

The scene is among the South Saxons and the year 681. 

'!But Bishop Vilfred,fl we read, %bile preaching the gospel t o  the people, 

not only delivered t h e m  from the mieery o f  e ternal  damnation, but also from a ter-  

r ib le  calamity of temporal death, 

Years before his  a r r i v a l  i n  the province, whereupon a grievous famine f e l l  upon the 

People and p i t i l e s s l y  destroyed them. . .But on the very day on which the nation 

received the baptt8m of the f a i t h ,  there f e l l  a s o f t  but p len t i fu l  ra in ,  the ear th  

revived, the f i e l d s  grew green again, and the season w&s pleasant and f ru i t fu l ; "  

Phe asser t ion that no r a in  f e l l  f o r  three years is  doubtless an exagg&,atiaFn. 

For no r a in  had f a l l e n  i n  that d i s t r i c t  f o r  three 

England was a f f l i c t e d  by a t e r r i b l e  drought i n  1114, when grain f i e lds  

and fo re s t s  took  f i r e  and the Charnee at London was at times so nearly dry that 

children waded across it. 

and the t ide ,  not confi'ned within narrow channels, did not run S o  deep as at present, 

At that period, however, the r iver  had not been embanked 

nor scour the r ive r  bed. The years 1252 an8 1253 were probably the  d r i e s t  con8ecu- 

t ive  t w o  years i n  English history. 
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