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- BUYS BALLOT'S 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology, 

An important prac t ica l  rule expressing ce r t a in  re lat ions between wind and 

barometric pressure is  usually known as llguys Ballot's Law", because i t  was first 

c lear ly  enunciated and brought i n t o  prominence by the Dutch meteorologist Prof, 

h y s  B a l l o t ,  though the same principle had previously been recognized by others. 

It is sometimes ca l led  the "baric wind lawrf'. It is generally s t a t e d  t ' h S :  

"If you stand with your back t o  the wind, i n  the northern hemisphere, the 

barometer w i l l  be lower on your l e f t  than o n  your right.  The reverse is true i n  

the southern hemisphere.I' 

Evidence o f  the correctness of t h i s  ru le  is eas i ly  obtained through an in- 

spection o f  dai ly  weather maps. On such maps published anywhere i n  the northern 

hemisphere i t  w i l l  be found that the winds (indicated by l i t t l e  arrom), though 

subject t o  a good many loca l  var ia t ions,  have a general tendenoy t o  be directed 

'lclockwisetl around a center of high barometric prestaure and%ouilter-clockwiseft 

around a center  o f  l o w  barometric pressure. This remark applies t o  t he i r  direction 

at a given moment, It does not mean tha t  the winds ac tua l ly  W e  complete or nearly 

complete c i r c u i t s  around ~ ~ h i g h s ~ ~  and ~ ~ l o w s ~ ~ ,  which are ,  as a ru l e ,  t ravel ing much 

t o o  fast t o  permit a par t i c l e  o f  air t o  c i r c l e  around them. 
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