
I 

Released upon receipt  
but intended f o r  use 
September 10, 1934 0 OPIfy Tll& WEATHER ? Mailed September 1, 1934 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology, 

Now that autumn is  here,  it is timely t o  mention three f a l l a c i e s  about the 

season that a r e  Fobably  accepted at face value by well over half the population 6f 

the United State8 and Canada, 

The first i s  the bel ief  that late i n  September, somewhere near the date Of 

the equinox (though not necessarily on i t ) ,  there always occurs an 'Ieauinoctial 

Allowing unlimited l a t i t u d e  as t o  place,  it i s  t rue  that storms invariably 

occur at that period, but they a l s o  occur somewhere every dey i n  the year! 

ing the world a8 a whole, however, calm weather i s  decidedly more prevalent than 

stormy on any day, including the date o f  the autumnal equinox* 

Consides 

Second, a s ingle ,  ident i f iab le  "Indian is supposed t o  occur each 

autumn shor t ly  before winter s e t s  in.  he gra in  of  t r u t h  in  t h i s  notion i f 3  that 

s p e l l s  o f  calm, mild and hazy weather &re c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  o u r  American autumns- 

Most autumns bring more than one, and if you wish t o  c a l l  the l a t e s t  one "Indian 

summer," there  is no law t o  s top  you, 

Third,  plant6 and animals a r e  alleged t o  furnish in  the autumn various 

"signsa of the kind of winter we a r e  going t o  have. 

v i v a 1  of the once universal  bel ief  i n  omen6. 

that breaking a mirror or m e t i n g  a black cat i s  a warning of misfortune, 

This fa l lacy  is merely a 8ur- 

It is exactly on a par  with the be l ie f  
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