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The biggest f a b  hailstone on record came f r o m  a water-cooler i n  a Hare- 

s t r ee t  below, but somehow f a i l e d  t o  start a story f o r  Ripley. 

i n  faking a weather manifestation was more successflll. 

An ea r l i e r  exploit 

On June 30, 186.6, there was a violent thunderstorm i n  Londonc 

Period the belief that material thunderbolts fa l l  from the sby oath ?*,&$htniyg was 

A t  thqt 

more prevalent than it is today. Hence when, at the height of the S t o a ,  a So l id  

object s t ruck the s t r ee t  and exploded, people believed that it  had come down from 

the clouds, 

several objects supposed t o  be fragrnk~ts of the thmderbolt w0re collected and Bold. 

A l u r i d  account o f  the event was publiybed. i n  a London newpager, and 

The t r u t h  waa brought t o  l igh t  by an eminent meteorologiet, 0, J1 Symons. 

fie found that a young chemical student had f i l l e d  a capsule..alth explosive materiala 

and tossed it  into the s t r ee t  while the s torm wae raging and genuine l ightning wa8 

flashing overhead. 
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