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UNITED STATES RAIIU'ALL RECORDS 

By Charles Fitzhu& Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

An undertaking of much in te res t  t o  engineers and others desiring t o  laow 

by the United States Veether Bureau with t h e  aid of that  f a i ry  godmother of under- 

staffed Government ins t i tu t ions ,  the C iv i l  Worlcs Administration. 

Some years .ago information concerning the normal r a i n f a l l  i n  all ?ar t s  of 

the country was pesented  i n  a section of the Atlas of American Agriculture, 

:?ublished by the United States Depmtment o f  Agriculture, 

series of excegtionally f i n e  r a in fa l l  char ts ,  the data f o r  nliich were obtained from 

dnut 3,600 s ta t ions and were averaged froin records coveriix the 20-Year Period, 

1895-1924. 

That work contains a 

About 1,600 of the s ta t ions were actually i n  operation during the whole 

Or nearly the whole of tha t  period, while the others had sliorter records, which 

Were reduced t o  the standard geriod by cornprison with records of other stations.  

The recent undertaking consisted of coqjil ing data of normal rainfall 

f o r  about 4,500 s ta t ions ,  based on the 36-jrear :?eriod, 1898-1932, inclusive. 

than 200 temL2orary erqloyees furnished by the Civil  Worlrs Aduinistratioii were en- 

Lore 

gaged i n  the preparation of. these data. Some other phases of the r a i n f a l l  records 

were summarized; such as s t a t i s t i c s  concerning the wettest and dr ies t  :>eriods on 

record, by years,  seasons and months; the heaviest and l igh tes t  seasonal sl1owfnll; 

e tcI  The great collection of data thus assembled w i l l  probably n o t  be i?ublished i n  

i t s  ent i re ty  i n  the near f u h r e ,  but the information i s  accessible i n  Vzsliington t o  

anybody who needs it. 
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