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CLASSIYYING RAIN 

By Charles Bitzhugh Palman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Meteorologists have long been accustomed t o  c l a s s i fy  ra in  as tlorographic,tt 

"CYClOniC" and ttconvectiona.l,ll according t o  the kind of cooling process involved i n  

i ts  production.. Orographic r a in  is formed when moieture-bearing air expands and 

cools on account of  upward deflection i n  striking h i l l s  and mountains. Cyclonic 

r a in  r e su l t s  f r o m  the circulat ion of air ,  involving upward movement8, i n  a bar+ 

metric depreesion, o r  cyclone. Convectional r a in  occurs when moist  air  r i s e s  by a 

chimney-like process, a8 a re su l t  of being heated below, a8 i n  a heat thunderstorm4 

A di f fe ren t  c lass i f ica t ion  ha.6 recently come into use i n  connection with 

the new method of Itair-wee analysier,lt devised i n  Norway and now regarded as a 

valuable adjunct of weather forecasting, I n  the ident i f ica t ion  of air masees and 

"fronterJ11 the forecaster  notes whether the prec ip i ta t ion  recorded at any point on 

the weather mp is tldrizzle,ll IlrainlI or llshowers,ll Drizzle is recognized by i t 8  

very small ahd r e l a t ive ly  numerous droplets; ra in  by its stead3; fa l l  and its larger  

and decidedly less  numerous drops; and a shower by its re la t ive ly  large drops and 

brief duration. 

The introduction of the term b a i n l l  as the  name of a pr t icu lar  kind of 

ra in ,  as distinguished from other  kinds, appears t o  the Present wri ter  t o  be a 

Piece of unmitigated s tupidi ty& 

( A l l  r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

---------- 
SCIENCE SERVICE 

Washington, D.C. 
2 lSt  and Constitution Ave. 


