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- SNOW-EATING 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authority on Meteorology, 

The e q e r i e n c e  o f  po la r  exL3lorers refutes  the  pp.hr bel ief  tha t  snow 

i s  a ha.rlnfu1 a r t i c l e  of d ie t .  G r i f f i t h  T a y l o r ,  i n  h i s  account of Scot t ' s  last ex- 

pedi t ion,  SQ-s: "Personally, I have fiever f e l t  an;y ill r e s u l t  from eating snow i n  

the b i t w c t i c ,  and all our  par ty  quenched t h e i r  t h i r s t  i n  t h i s  way." Stefansson, 

i n  "The Friendly Arctic,ll writes: IlThere i s  no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  quenching t-: irsts by 

eating snow once you have r i d  yourself of the curious superst i t ion that  snow-eating 

i s  dmigerous.11 
. 

It  apgears f r o m  recent communications t o  the journal Science tha t  b i rds  

and mmLials likewise eat  snow with iqJunity.  

A r r q i o r ,  Ontario: 

Charlas Macnamara writes f rom 

1"PPinter b i r d s  and mariunals Geein t o  s a t i s f y  t h i r s t  i n  t h i s  wey even when 

water i s  available. 

usually number doout 15 apecies, ,and excluding the a p a t i c s  -- ?ruskrat, m i n k  md 

beaver -- there a r e  about eight kinds of mammal active i n  winter. Although the 

Snow l i e s  deep f o r  four  months and the i c e  i s  often inore tinan two f e e t  th ick ,  there 

In  t h i s  par t  of the Ontario val ley resident winter b i rds  

i s  always open water t o  be found at rgijids and springs. 

of animals and b i r d s  that  gather t o  drink at water-holes i n  Africa,  I have often 

Raving i n  mind t h e  concourse 

been struck by the f a c t  tha t  i n  m a n y  years! observation I have never seen i n  nw 
d i s t r i c t  the t rack  o f  a b i r d  o r  of a t e r r e s t r i a l  mammal coming t o  oLyn water i n  

winter. 11 

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

---------- 
SC IE1TJCE SEXVI CE 

21st and Constitution Ave. 
Vashington, D,C. 


