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AN UNUSUAL FULGUR.ITE 

By Charles Fitzhugh 'Palman 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The following anecdote is found i n  the writing o f  the famous Scott ish 

physicist , S i r  David Brewster: 

" I n  the summer of 182'7 a hay-stack i n  the parish o f  Dun, i n  Porfw,  was 

struck by lightning. Tlie stack was on f i r e ,  but before much of the hay was Consum- 

ed the f i r e  was extinguished by the farm sewants.  Upon examining the hay-stack, a 

c i rcu lar  passage was observed i n  the middle of i t ,  as i f  i t  had been cut Out with a 

sharp instrument. This c i rcular  passage extended t o  the bottom of the stack, and 

terminated i n  a hole i n  the ground. Captain Thomson, of Montrose, who had a farm 

i n  the neighbowhood, examined the stack, and found i n  the hole in  the hay-stack 

a substance which he described as resernbling lava, A portion o f  t h i s  substance ma8 

sent by Captain Thomson ... t o  my brother, D r .  Brewster o f  Craig, who forwarded it  t o  

me with the preceding statement. The substance found wae a mass o f  s i l e x  ob+iously 

formed by the fusion o f  the s i l e x  i n  the hay. It had a highly greenish tinge, and 

contained burnt portions o f  the hay. I presented the specimen t o  the museum of 

S t . Andrews . I t  

One o f  the well-known effe@.ts o f  a lightning stroke is  the formation i n  

sandy soil  o f  a glassy tube known 8s a 1'fulgurite.Il 

ing o f  the heated sand along the path o f  the discharge. 

which is  also abundant i n  the stems of grasses, and the object that we.8 found i n  

the hay-stack, as above described, should doubtless be regarded as a species o f  

fulgurite.  (All r ights  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

The tube resul ts  from the fus- 

Sand consists of S i l ica ,  
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