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L W I N G  TI23 CLOUDS 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talrnan, 
Author i ty  on Meterology. 

Learning t h e  m e s  of t h e  clouds i s  as important a pa r t  of a l i b e r a l  

educat ion as learning the names of the  common b i rds  and wild flowers,  but i t  is 

bese t  wi th  c e r t a i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Some clouds a r e  e a s i l y  assigned t o  t h e i r  proper 

classes , but others defy c l m s i f i c a t i o n .  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Cloud Clasif iCrztiOn, 

now gen6ra l ly  used by meteorologis ts ,  is  s e t  f o r t h  by means of desc r ip t ions  a d  

PiCtUreS i n  a g r e a t  many e a s i l y  access ib l e  books, inc luding  d i c t i o n a r i e s ,  enCyC10- 

pedias ,  worlcs on meteorology, e t c . ,  bu t  unfortunately the  information presell ted is 

Often illaccurate o r  ambiguous. This s ta tement  a p p l i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  the  P i c t u r e s .  

The f i n e r  d e t a i l s  of the clouds are f r eouen t ly  obscured by p r i n t i n g  on Poor Paper,  

and it i s  not at a l l  uncommon f o r  p i c t u r e s  t o  be erroneously labeled.  The s tandard 

a u t h o r i t y  on the subjec t  is the " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Atlas o f  Clouds and of S t h t e s  of t he  

sky,1t published i n  P a r i s  (abr idged e d i t i o n ,  1930; complete e d i t i o n ,  1932) 

Two i l l u s t r s t e d  books on clouds t h a t  can be recommended a r e  G. A, C1arkelS 

"Cloudstt (London, 1920),  and W. J. Humphreysl ttFogs and Clouds" (Bal t imore,  1986). 
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