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Evidently the  American :,u'l)lishers of Baroness Orczyls novel !'The Wriy of  

the  Scar le t  Pimpernel11 suppose the  flower i n  question t o  be en t i r e ly  unknown t o  t he  

American public. Otherwise they would hardly have adorned the jacket with t h e  

;7ichre o f  a l a rge  red blossom no more resembling a piqJerne1 than an ele,-Jhclnt 

resembles a lcangaroo. 

The 13iinperne1, though of Old Vor ld  o r i g i n ,  i s  widely d i s t r ibu ted  i n  North 

America. I t  i s  found i n  Canada, t h e  United S ta t e s  and Kexico, and though i t s  

blossoms a re  small they a t t r a c t  a t t en t ion  on account of t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  color& 

Thus mi l l ions  of Americans have o-wor tuni t ies  every summer t o  t e s t  f o r  themselves 

the time-honored re,?utati.on of this 7 l an t  as a weather p o J h e t .  

"poor m a n 1 8  weather glass,ll becmse i t s  blossoms a r e  suj-)posed t o  close before a 

storm. 

I t  i s  known E S  the 

2hey of ten  do, f o r  the s i q l e  reason that they are  always closed at night 

ancl liever oJen, i n  any kind of weather, except; during t h e  iniddle nours o f  t he  day. 

on tne  other hand, I can t e s t i l y  f rom personal observation tha t  t h e  p i rqerne l  

blossom i s  of ten  wide o!?en not only just before a sliower but a h i l e  r a i n  i s  f a l l i n g ,  

if the  shower haA) )ens t o  occur within Q few hours of midday. 

-1ionth I found one oA?en i n  iiorthern Uaryland about eleven i n  the  morning. 

was then overca,st. 

On the t'nird Of this 

The skv 

An hour  l a t e r  r a i n  began fall in; ,  and t h e  LJetal.9 were s t i l l  

fully e q3anded. 
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