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LIGHTBING AXD AIXXAFI’ 

By Charles F i t  ZLiU2;h Talman , 
Author i t y on EI e t eor o 1 o,y . 

The B r i t i s h  A4eteoroloLical Office has recent ly  male n somewhat compre- 

hensive study of the l igh tn ing  hazard i n  aeronautics,  and the  r e s u l t s  a r e  qy i te  

reassuring. 

a i rg lazes  without radio a e r i a l s  there  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  no danger t o  the persoilllel. 

The 2os i t i on ,  however, i s  much roore serious if t h e  machine has a t r a i l i n g  ae r i a l .  

The most iq-ortant thing therefore t o  be  done wLen i t  is known tha t  t h e  I?lane i s  

The general conclusion reached with resL3ec.1; t o  a i q h n e s  i s  tha t  Iton 

i n  a d.anger a r e a  o r  i s  about t o  enter a danger a rea  i s  t o  withdraw the aeri;tl.’I 

Even though not ac’;u&ly Strudi, an airi3lane including metal p m t s  not 

connected by conductors ina;Y co l l ec t  charges able t o  give unpleas,mt though not 

dangerous shocks. 

s t ruck  by l igh tn ing ,  and i n  none of these was the  plane wrecked. 

Only t en  cases have ’been rq3orted i n  wiiich Br i t i sh  planes were 

As t o  a i r sh igs ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  tha t  i n  several  cases they have been struck 

by l igh tn ing ,  t he  discharge passing through the  h u l l  md out ai;ain, but there i s  no 

properly authenticated c:.tse of a r i g i d  a i r sh i ?  havin,, been destroyed by lightning. 
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