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BR1TIS.H DIALZCT KEATHER TERMS 

By Charles F i t z h e  Talman, 
Authority on MeteorologY. 

T b  rural d ia lec ts  of Great Br i ta in  are  extremely r ich  i n  eQressions IC- 
l a t i ng  toaweather. Fully a thousand of them that are not  found i n  ordinwy English 

dict ionaries ,  besides hundreds that  &feej may b8 gleaned from the s i x  b u l w  VOlzUneS 

of D r .  Wrightts English Dialect Dictionary. 

When the air i s  so cold that it  w i l l  not allow any one t o  stpnd id l e ,  

fnis  i n  eqyessed i n  Norfolk by the a2t statanent that  Ilthere's a good S t ~ W a r d  

about.II When the d& looks bright and pleasant, but there i s  a c h i l l  nip i n  the 

stir, they say i n  Wiltshire that  i s  a llsly Cold and fQgm weather i s  called 

"hunch-weather" i n  some d i s t r i c t s ,  becmse it makes people hunch up the i r  shouldersr 

Cold weather with a 13iercing wind i s  flgeel-a-bone weathere" 

A raging, blustering wind goes ~~wutliering'l across a bleak noor: whence 

the name of Mr. Heathcliff '  s Yorkshire dwelling i n  Emily Bronte' 6 IIWuthering 

Heights.*11 

doubtful the Wiltshire eq res s ion  i s  that  it looks l l ~ k e ~ ~ . ' l t  

morning i n  Cumberland is " t o o  glisky t o  1ast.tl 

People i n  northern England say that  I t i t  hadders end roaks." 

men the sky showo streaks of windy looking cloud and the weather seems 

An unusudly b r i a t  

When a f ine  drizzle o f  raiO fal ls  

On a calm, ho t  day, when the air near the  surface of the ground i s  seen 

t o  quiver i n  the sunlight, the Yorkshiseman t e l l s  you that  the nsUrimer-colt rid.es.,t' 

o r  the flsummer-goose flackers.tl 
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