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On some trbpical  

doctor,ll on account o f  i t s  

dates back at leas t  as f a r  

- THE nDOC!PORI1 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

and subtr_opical ooasts the sea breeze i s  called Ilthe 

invigorating and health-giving qual i t ies ,  

as the f i r s t  half of the e i a t e e n t h  century, as a history 

This nickname 

of Jamaica published i n  1740 mentions it as being then i n  coninon use i n  that  island. 

A recent writer t e l l s  us tha t  Jamaicans c a l l  the land breeze "the undertaker," as 

an a-jgropriate antonym of  "doctor," 

There a r e  other regions where the l a t t e r  name i s  not awl l ed  t o  the ordi- 

nary diurnal seabreeze,  wnich al ternates  with the nocturnal land breeze, but t o  

Some other common wind suiivosed t o  be beneficial  t o  the health. 

a s t i f f  southeast trade wind accompanied by rain i s  believed t o  sweep irrqurities 

Thue at S t ,  Helena 

from the air of the island and i s  termed Itthe par ish doctor.ll 

coast a strong southeaster i s  known as "the doctor," o r  Itthe Cape doctor.t1 

On the South African 

These 

names are said t o  have been introduced by Anglo-lndisms i n  the days when they used 

cq?e Colony as a sanatorium i n  which t o  reuuperate from the effects o f  the Indian 

climate, 

"the doctor ,I1 because I t i t  i s ,  generally sseaking, health-&ving,!l 

On the coast of Guinea, according t o  H.W. 33raby, the harmattan is called 
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