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VINTAGE DUES 

By Charles Fit@@ Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Regular observations of weather recorded from day t o  dw a r e  of C0W-a- 

t ively recent or igin,  but there are several sources from wnidn we can obtain in- 

direct  information about t h e  weather prevailini; in  various par t s  of the world be- 

fore  such observations were begun. One of these i s  the record of vintage dates 

Yea2 by  year, which, i n  France, extends back i n t o  t h e  fourteenth century. 

Some years ago a French meteorologist the  l a t e  Alfred Angot, inade a 

thorough study of such records, which he found t o  give no su-!)ort t o  the  view, 

held by many persons, that there has been a i3rogressive change of the French 

climate f o r  the worse. The dates of the  vintages seem, however, t o  indicate a 

mmber of sinall osci l la t ions of climate. 

date o f  the grape harvest at Aubonne was 10 dws ear l ie r  t h m  the average date i n  

the j?recedink century, and only three days l a t e r  than that recorded two centuries 

During the  period 1775-1875, the average 

before. 

A t  the present time, the date of the  kra;3e harvest i n  Auboiine is  h a i n  

exactly the sane as at the close of the  16th century. 

The average date of t he  vintage at DiJon shows the followinC; secular 

variations: 14th century (mean of 13 years only) , October 25; 15th century ( 6  

decades), October 25; 16th century, October 28; 17th century, October 24.5; 18th 

century, October 28.8; 19th century ( 8  decades) October 30, 
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