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A curious confusion of lmgua&e has always ,revailed i n  the  di:.:cunsioii Of 

wetersiiouts. A wri t e r  will t e l l  you tha t  a weters lout i s  8. c o l ~ c l o u d  foirnod 

Over a body of water, and then, almost i n  the same brea th ,  he w i l l  s t a t e  t ha t  i t  i s  

similar i n  character t o  a tornado -- which, of cocrse, i s  a wind and not a Cloud -- 
o r  he w i l l  describe it as doing thing8 t h a t  a wind can do but a cloud Cannot* 

The d i c t iona r i e s  have almost un iversa l ly  described the  water8;;)out as a 

member of  t h e  cloud faroily rather than as a meriber o f  t h e  wind faiflily, but at l as t )  

i n  the recent revised ed i t ion  of the Mew In terna t iona l ,  we f i n d  recognition of the 

f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  both, de f in i t i on  reads: '!A slender funnel-sha:?ed o r  tubular 

co lum of rKlidly ro t a t ing  cloud-filled wind u s u d l y  extendin;. from the under a ide 

Of an ordinmy cumulus o r  cumulo-nimbus cloud down t o  a cloud of s y a y  to rn  ~ 1 2  by 

the  whirling wind f rom the  sur face  of an ocean 01' lCa.ke*'~ 

This de f in i t i on  em3odies a ~ ~ ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l y  the concei3tion o f  the wateruLJout 

preva i l ing  amow Beople who a re  aware t ha t  the  thin&,' i n  question i s  nei ther ,  as 

SU9erstitious s a i l o r s  once believed, a l i v i n g  monster, nor, as a goodly percent@,e 

Of humanity j?erhai)s s t i l l  believec,  a continuous column of  water sucked u., f rom the 

deep 
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