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By Charles Fitzhugh Ildman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

Inquiries are  occasionally received at the headquarters o f  the United 

States Weather Bureau i n  Washington concerning the  location of the Wzone Belt.11 A 

specimen r q l y  t o  one of these l e t t e r s  reads as follows: 

"AS a matter of  f a c t  there i s  very l i t t l e  ozone i n  the lower attnos.,Jhere 

Wwhere; not  enough t o  be of any inn2ortance whatever, so fa r  as we h o w .  

therefore, no such thing as an ozone b e l t  anywhere i n  t h i s  country, Or W other 

c a n t r y ,  i n  the sense of a region i n  which ozone occurs i n  appreciable quantity. 

Formerly any region abundantly covered with pines sometimes was called &n ozone 

region, and it  may be tha t  t h i s  is what was meant by the party who advised YOU t o  

6'0 t o  the 'Ozone Bel t ' .  

Presence o f  ozone.11 

There i s ,  

That m s ; ~  be a healthful region, but n o t  because of the 

The word llozonell comes from a Greek word meaning I t to  i n  reference 

t o  account f o r  the t o  the f ac t  tha t  t h i s  gas has a pronounced odor. 

fac t  that  ozone has sometimes been thought t o  be abundant i n  pine fores t s ,  which 

This may help 

also have a strong odor, though quite a different  one. 

t ion of t h i s  erroneous idea ms;V be that, at the period when the mount of ozone 

Present i n  an;y l oca l i t y  was supjjosed t o  be indicated by the d&h of the blue color 

assumed by so-called "ozone papers ,If somebody observed that these pxJers turned dark 

blue i n  an atmosphere impregnated with the odor of turpentine. I t  has 10% been' 

known that  the colorillg of ffozone ;sapera11 was due t o  substaiices other than OZ011@* 

Another gosaible eqllana- 
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