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A WET SEP!I?EMBER - -  
BY Char l e s  Fitahugh Talman, 
Authcri ty  on Meteorolcqy. 

The f sc t  t h a t  the  r a i n f a l l  of last September i n  the D i s t r i c t  nf Columbia 

was the heav ie s t  ever  recorded i n  t h g t  l o c a l i t y  during a. sin& month s ince  the  be- 

g i n n i w  of regular weather observa t ions  has  prompted an inquiry 98 t o  the t o t a l  

weieht of  the wster thq t  f e l l  i n  the District during ths.t per iod and the h ~ t h  of 

time it would supply the water requirements o f  the District. 

fu rn i shes  the f o l l m i n g  informstion on the subject: 

The Teather Bureau 

The r l i n f a l l  a t  the Veather Bureau f o r  t h i s  month waa 17.45 inches,  Now, 

a me-inch  r a i n  g i v e s  a g p r o x i m t e l y  113 tons of  water pe r  acre( There a r e  640 

a c r e s  Eer square mile and 70 equare mi les  i n  the D i s t r i c t  of  Columbia. 

if the p r e c i k i t s t i o n  was the same everywhere i n  the District  as a t  the Weather 

Therefore,  

the  District  of  Columbia, was rou,yhly 88,338,980 tons.  

Also,  a Gallon of water weighs appox ims te ly  8 1/3 pounds, and the D i s -  

t r i c t  u s e s  about 86,000,000 qa l lons  per  dey, Hence the r a i n f a l l  

*f Columbia i n  September, 1934, was equal  to the  amount of wster  

District  i n  the course of about 246 days ,  o r ,  say ,  e i g h t  months. 
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