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WTITQBA BLIZZARDS 

By Charles F i tzhwh %lman 
Authority oli Meteorology 

Dr .  C. E. Koqqe, i n  his  book IlrPhe Cmaclim Clirncte,lt quotes descriptions 

of two bl izzards  i n  southern himitoba wri t ten by a, resident ,  He Hassart. 

these storrilsr 

I n  one of 

"The wind rose t o  yrob&ly 50 iniles an hour, tha mercury f a l l i n g  i n  

reverse r a t i o  t o  &out 10 degrees. 

S la tes  of i c e  10 t o  20 f e e t  square \irould be l i f t e d  an&, i n  f a l l i n g  w a i n ,  vtould 

break t o  sraaller a ieces  which i n  turn would be ra i sed  on e&e and blovm doni ,  the 

In tyro hours there was pmidemoiiium* Grekt 

I p a i r i e s  l i k e  s o  many cartwheels of l2,rge and small s i z e s .  Die p r a i r i e  looked as if 

it were alive-denions on a r g q G e ,  

the air as though rz heF,iy shower 09 snow were fallin,;. 

The loose snow was l i f t e d  and car r ied  t'nrough 

A blindii?;; b l i z z a r d  developed, 

with those icy cmtvrheels f o r  good measure, tra,vellini, i n  every direct ion excq3t i n  

tha t  from which t h e  wind was blowinh.11 

In  a-nother case: "The m o w ,  being loose ancl f l u f f y 7  was pi led  i n  great . 

waves, 10 t o  20 f e e t  high-just l i k e  ocem waves. !They were miles i n  length, of 

com-?nct t h e  snom becomes. I t  i s  driven along tlie surface l i k e  SO m c h  f i n e  sand; and 

z a d ' ,  although no snow i s  actual ly  fa l l in&.  

to the  l e s s  observant, the bel ief  i s  tha t  i t  i s  o. r e a l  snowstorm.t1 

The sky  becomes en t i re ly  i i ivisible aid, 
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