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- NORTH AND SOUTH -- __c POLES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Ueteorology 

A corres:?ondent asked: 

On 

Which i s  the colder, the North Pole o r  the  South? 

averGe fo r  the year the air at the South Pole i s  doubtless much 

colder than that at the North because (I) the South Pole i s  about 10,000 fee t  above 

g e t s  very l i t t l e  heat from the dee- i ce  a d  paclted snow beneath'while at the North 

Pole a much larger flow of heat comes up froin the water below even when there i s  a 

f a i r ly  thick layer of i ce  over it. The&rct ic  Ocean has often been coqared t o  a 

great warm-water plant ,. which keeps the North Polar area f roin gett ing excessively 

cold i n  winter. 

I t  is merely a buess, though a L3lausible one, that the coldest climate 

occurring snywhere on earth prevails at the t o ?  o f  Mount Xielsen, 15,000 fee t  above 

sea level ,  i n  the in te r ior  of the Antarctic continent. 

Dr. Griff i t h  T a y l o r ,  the Australian meteorologist and h t a r o t i c  explorer. 
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