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WETTZST DRIEST 

By Charlee Fitzhugh lalman, 
Authority on iiieteorology 

So far  as trustworthy s t a t i s t i c s  go, the vi1la;e  of Cherrzsunji, i n  the 

avercage yearly wetness i s  428 inches, but the o f f i c i a l  rsin-&uge i s  said not t o  be 

i n  the wettest  :?art of t h e  town a,nd otller gaui-es give hi;,her values; one a,:: l i i ih  as 

'fie o f f i c i a l  a v e r x e  rLtinfnll above quoted i s  about ten times the avera&e f o r  Mew 

Y O r k  City,  and i t  i s  more than 21,000 times the cver,?;Se f o r  the world's d r i e s t  lUiOwn 

s.,ot 1 

The place timt holds the blue ribbon f o r  dryness i s  Aricn, Chile, tvliere the 

average annual raiilfall, from a 17-yel1.r record, i s  only 0.02 inch. DurinC; the 

seventeen years there were only three measurrble showers. 
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