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"IWICE AS COLDY

By Charles Fitzhugh Tglman,
Authority on Meteorology

The U. S. Weather Buream was recently asked whether a temperature of 50
degrees below zero is twice as cold as 25 degrees below zero. "This question," re-
Plied the Buream, "from the pﬁysical standpoint, has no meanihg. There is no gero,
or starting point, of cold as there is for wormth, or degree of temperature. Cold
has no physical reality while heat has. When one speaks of the air being twice as
cold st one time as at some other, he presumebly meens that on the one occasion he
felt more uncomfortably cold (twice as uncomfortably so, he vaguely estimates) than
on the other when the air was not so cold,"

If, however, one is thinking of the effects of cold on human bein.s, then
Perhgps it might be propér to say that a certain state of weather is twice as cold
as another when the rate of heat-loés from the human body is twice as rgpid in the
one case as in the other. There are instruments, such as the katathermometer, de-
signed to give at least approximate indications of the rate at which the body loses
heat under different atmospheric conditions. |
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