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SHIPS IN A SEAWAY

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman
Authority on Meteorology

Most landsmen suppose that in "heavy weather" one is safer and more comfort-
able aboard a large vessel than a smell ones This may be true to some extent of a
huge liner as com»ered with craft of ordinary size, but a small, short ship generally
fares better in a long sea than a larger ship. "The small craft," emlains Admiral
Knight, in his "iodern Seamenship," "climbs wp and slides down the waves, accommo-
dating herself to their slopes, and pitching only as the slope changes; while the
longer craft, partially spanning the crests and the hollows of the waves alternately,
one end being poised on the crest of one wave while the other end is buried in the
adjoining one, may be making very heavy weather."

Some years ago s large cruiser in the Philipnines was badly battered by a
typhoon though a smell gunboat passed comfortably through the same storm and
apparently through identical sea conditions. In meny cases a ship has been pounded
to pieces by great seas, though her boats, once successfully launched, safely rode
the waves.
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