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-- SHIPS I N  ,h SEAWAY 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n  
Authority on Meteorology 

Most landsmen suppose tha t  i n  "heavy weather" one is sa fe r  and more coinfort- 

able aboard E. l a rge  vessel than a small oner 

huke l i n e r  as com:?ared with c r a f t  of ordinwy s i z e ,  but a small, short ship t ene ra l ly  

f a re s  b e t t e r  i n  a long sea than a l a rge r  shigr 

KniLht, i n  h i s  Ilidodern Seamaship , I 1  tlclimbs ui> and s l i d e s  down the wave8 , accoinr~io- 

dating herse l f  t o  t h e i r  slopes,  and p i tch ing  only as the slo3e changes; while the 

longer c r a f t ,  p a r t i a l l y  spanning the c r e s t s  and the hollows of the waves altel 'nately,  

on@ end being poised on the c r e s t  of one wave while the other end i s  buried i n  the  

adjoinin;;. one, may be making very heavy weather," 

This may be t r u e  t o  some extent of a 

"The small c r a f t , "  ex> la ins  AdxiiirG 

Some years e o  0, l a rge  c ru i se r  i n  the  Philig2ines was badly ba t te red  by a 

tyL3hoon though a s m a l l  gunboat passed con7fortably through the same s to rm and 

aiiwrently throukh iden t i ca l  s e a  conditions, 

t o  Pieces by g e a t  seas ,  though her boa ts ,  once successfully launched, safely rode 

the wavesr 

In  many cases a ship has been Llounded 
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