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- bAI@ WEATHER THE AUTOMOBILE 

By Charles F i t z h w h  Talman 
Authority on ldeteorology 

That automobiles run more smoothly i n  wet weather than i n  dry i s  a common 

bel ief  among m o t o r i s t s .  According t o  the United States  Bureau of  Standards t h i s  idea 

sul t ing from the lubricat ion o f  t h e  sprint;s by water. 

whole story. 

This i s  not ,  however, the 

Tests made at the Bureau indica,te that cer ta in  mechmical fac tors  are  in- 

volved, 

Power obtainable and s lov~s  q combustion, 

It i s  found th2.t = increase i n  atmospheric humidity reduces the 1naXim.m 

The e f fec ts  of both these th in& would be 

t o  give a smoother f lotv of polr?er, 

t o  the humidity and under extreme atmosi3heric conditions t?cy mount t o  30 per Cent, 

Of the t o t a l  power of the engine. 

The loss of power, s a y s  the Bureau, i s  p r o p o r t i o n d  

ltAlthough,tt we a r e  t o l d ,  Itby proyer adjustment of the carburetor equally 

e f f ic ien t  -operation can b e  obtained i r res9ect ive of  t’ne humidity, in  the absence O f  

such adjustment l e s s  e f f ic ien t  perf 0rm;Lnce w i l l  normally be obtained under conditions 

of high humidity.a 
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