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The word flcyclonelf was coined by Henry Piddingtoa, of Calcutta,  i n  the year 

1848, as the generic name f o r  a l l  lIcircl).lar o r  hi;;hly curved windsn, but i t  has under' 

@ne a twofold process of evolution since i t  was introduced. P r o b d l y  on account Of 

i t s  early associations with the s torms of the  tro$cs, t h i s  t e r n  cmie t o  co111iOte, i n  

Pqmlar  usaGe, a violent wind, a1d at the ;>resent time, esiiecially i n  Anierica, i t  i s  

very widely used, outside of s c i e i i t i f i c  c i r c l e s ,  as n synonym of lltornado.Il 

In  sc ie i i t i f ic  1an;;uge the rlord i s  not q3ylied t o  tornadoes o r  other s i n d l  

and local  whirlwinds, but  s i g i i f i e s  a somewhct extensive a rea  of  low bzrometric pres- 

sure with i t s  attend2,nt system of winds, 

(ca l led  ~ ~ t r o i ~ i c a l  cyclonesll) m e  s m d l e r ,  on the average, than those of hi;her lati- 

tudes and i n  many cases 

occurring i n  hi&r l a t i t u d e s  ( llextra-tro:,icttl cycloned1) , whether or iginat ing there 

Or i n  the troii ics,  u s u j l l y  brink about marked changes of weather and temLierature 

during t h e i r  isassage, while t h e i r  winds 

cyclones are  ca l led  l f h r r i c a e s l l  &en violent but not vrlieii OS iiiodernte force. 

The cyclones occnrring within the tro:?iCs 

the most  violent of a l l  stornis e::cei>t tornnd.oesr Those 

be e i t h e r  high o r  otherwise. Tropical 

In  the 

Far East a t rop ica l  cyclone i s  commonly cal led a lIty'3hoon1l, o r ,  i n  the Philipi>ines, 

a Ilbaguio. 11 

There i s  a marked tendency on the :>art of meteoro1o;ists t o  avoid the word 

"cYcloneI1 i n  referr ing t o  extrc,-trogical cyclones and t o  s p & ,  instead, of "l0wS" , 
"deyressionsll , llcyclonic disturbances11 , etc. 
BOpulnr ident i f ica t ion  of t h i s  word with the tornado. 

This is :iresumably the r e s u l t  of the  
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