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e BATTU I N  TEE SKY 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on bieteorology 

The " b a t t l e s  i n  the sky" recorded by inedieval chroniclers were generally 

a id  of the irnaginztion, be seen t o  resenible the sgears of fi,htin: w a r r i o r s .  

Was a case about tmenty-f ive y e w s  ago ,. hovrever, wlleil ai a e r i a l  b a t t l e  was witnessed 

i n  the fiwtirne and the g w t i c i p a n t s  ivere seen t o  be using modern weapons. 

'irnere 

One Narc11 d q  the su1aerstitious vi l1q;ers  of Doerzbach and. Ober-Ginsbach, 

in  Wuerttemberg, were s t a r t l e d  t o  see a br ight  red s t reak  aj?near i n  the SkY. 

could be observed c. landscgpe with f i e l d ,  streams and moods, among which two bodies 

Of troops i n  b a t t l e  formation were advancing t o a a r d  each other ,  f i r i n g  volleys. 

Puffs of smoke were clear ly  v is ib le .  

On t h i s  
I 

The 

?/iuch alarm prevailed i n  the vil la&es u n t i l  the Liicture suddenly diszqi;?eared. 

The next day the ex;>lanation q-?emed i n  the nevtsps.$ers. A shnii1 f i & t  had been held 

by the garrison at t'ne town of Mergentheim, twenty miles d i s t a n t ,  and i t s  appearance 

in  the sky was due t o  mirage. 
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