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- THE CENTER TYFHOON 
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While hurricanes have been scmce  t h i s  year i n  the  Caribbenn region, t h e i r  

Far  Eastern counterparts,  tyi3hoons, have been exceptionally frequent and severa, 

f ea tu re  of these t e q e s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  at sea ,  i s  more s t r i k i n g  tiinn the !'eye of the  

No 

storm,11 where the  wind d i e s  out but the  Traves a re  dangerous i n  the extreme. Joseph 

Conrad's novel IITyphoon'f contains t h i s  "raq.?hic descri:?tion: 

1IThrou;;h a j%,ed G3ertui-e i n  the dome of clouds the l i g h t  of c? few stms 

f e l l  u;?on the  black sea ,  risiw and fr;llind; confusedly, 

watery cone. would t o ; n l e  L. .. on board and mingle with the r o l l i n g  f l u r r y  of f o a n  on the 

~Wamped deck; and the Nai-Shm wallowed heavily at the bottom of 2, circ-:lnr c i s t e r n  

of clouds, This r ing  of dense vai>ors, byrating mclljr round the call11 of the center ,  

encoqassed the  shi;-, l i k e  a motionless and unbroken woll of an aspect inconceivably 

Sometimes the head of a 

s i n i s t e r .  TJithin, the  sea, as i f  ag i t a t ed  by an i n t e rna l  cornnotion, leaped i n  peaked 

mounds tha t  j o s t l e d  each o the r ,  sla-y>ing heavily a&nst her sides;  and a l o w  noaning 

sound, the i n f i n i t e  2 l a i n t  o f  the  s t o r m ' s  fury ,  came from beyond the limits of t he  

menacing calm.11 
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