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By Charles Fitzhu& Talman 
Authority on hieteorolog 

Meteorologists take l i t t l e  stock in  the po_nular belief that a recognizable 

tY;Je o f  "earthquake weather" generd ly  prevails i n  a region that i s  about t o  be the 

Scene of a severe earthquake, On t$e other hand they believe that may quAes 

due t o  atmospheric conditions; especially t o  inequalit ies of atmos:Jheric pressure over 

be 

extensive areas of the ear th 's  surface. 

Another possible re lnt  ionshi:? between atmospheric ghenomena and earthquakes 

has l a t e ly  been the su'dject of much discussion. Storms produce waves on the ocean, 

and many authori t ies  believe tha t  ocean waves are responsible for  the miniature vibra- 

t ions of the land, im-erceptible t o  human senses but regiGtered by seismographs, that  

m e  known as 'tmicroseisms.t~ 

are due t o  the beating of the surf on emosed coasts* 

According t o  the l a t e  Prof, Emil Viechert, microseisms 

Some years %o a Cmadica.n 

seismologist ins ta l led  off the coast of Nova Scotia a device. f o r  counting aid timing 

the waves of the  sea as they r o l l  i n  from the bro2.d eqmnse of the Atl,mtic, for the  

PUri3ose of t es t in& t h i s  w.?othesis, and ;sore recently m a n y  coqmisons  have been made 

between the 2revolence of rnicroseisns in  different yarts o f  the world and the siml- 

taneous locations of ocean s t o r m s ,  as shown on weather maps. 

It now seems possible that s to rm waves f a r  frol-n land rather than near shore 

m W  be the source o f  rnicroseisms, the vibrations being produced i n  the sea bottom 

under the varying pressure of t h e  water as the waves pass over. Attempts have been 

m a d @  by weather forecasters i n  India and elsewhere t o  obtain notice o f  d i s t an t  storms 

at sea by means o f  seismograph records. 
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