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COST - -- OF ICE Al;sD SNOW - 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on bieteorology 

Prof. He T. Barnes, F.R.S., of l/icGill University, in  several of his :yublica- 

t ions has eq3hasized the enormous tax i q p s e d  on humanity every winter by ice  and 6now 

and has indicated v a i o u s  ways i n  whicii th is  burden can be lightened. 

i t e m  i s  the closing of waterwws an& hpxrbors t o  navigation by ice. 

One eQensive 

Thus every y e a r ,  

besides the generzl suspension of t r a f f i c  f o r  some months on the Great Ldrea, several 

vessels a re  caught by a sudden f reez ing  of the waters. Even if they a r e  able t o  

force a way thr- the i C 8 ,  they are l i a b l e  t o  receive rmch dmGe i n  doing SO. 

In the y o r t  of Montreal, s a y s  Prof.  Barnes, closed f i v e  mmths of the Ye= 

by i c e ,  the weekly loss on th i s  account runs t o  $15,000,000. "In the operation o f  

automobiles no estimate of the mill ions l o s t  has been made. A l l  our t a x i  corrpmies 

report  thousaids  of dollars spent i n  dcmage done every winter. In  the 0;Ieration of 

railroads the clemini; of snow from the tracks and the thawing o f  switches reyresents 

much moneyI 

s t o r m  costs the Ci ty  of New York a iiiillion dollars  o r  more f o r  Snow removal* 

In  de1a;ys t o  t r d f i c ,  no estimate has ever been made. Every b ig  snow 

The 

U e a t  water-power plants  s i tua ted  on northern r ivers  a r e  seriously affected by i c e ,  

and m a n y  of them reduced t o  half their  surm!ler caLx%citydn 
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