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By Charles F i t z h x h  T s l m a n  
Authority oa hteoro logy  

The United Stztes  Weather Buec>u i s  frequently asked whether r a d i o  broad- 

castin, has any ef fec t  on ra.infclll. Here i s  a, t p i c a l  reply: 

19Jaturets iiiethod o f  making r a i n  i s  f i r s t  t o  ;et ai cibuntlance of water vqior 

into the atmos2here by eval3oration from water surfaces, i c e  surfaces, growin& vegeta- 

t ion  and d,mL- s o i l ,  cmd then t o  squeeze i t  out r7j5ain, as i t  were, by decrease of te iP 

lernture.  

humid air incident t o  v e r t i c a l  convection. 

This decrease of terqerature  i s  accom2lished mainly by eqans ion  of the 

W o w ,  evsi2oretion i s  a l rocess  .that consunes a very large mount of heat ,  

and r ad io  does not :?reduce a measurable mount of heat. 

observation that  eva;?oration i s  neither hastened nor decreased By radio. 

Furtlierrnore, we h o w  froill 

IINeither does radio c o o l  the a i r ,  nor i n  ~ 1 y  w a y  caiise convection. 

f r o m  theory and from observation we know def in i te ly  that  radio does not a f fec t  any of 

In short, 

the s t e p ,  o r  processes, by which water va;sor i s  (,otten e i ther  into the atiliosl3here o r  

out of it. It nei ther  increases rainfall nor decreases i t e l l  
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