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BADIO AND RAINFALL

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman
Authority on lieteorology

The United States Weather Buresu is frequently asked whether radio broad—
castin, has any effect on rainfall. Here is a tyaical reply:

PNature's method of making rain is first to get an cbundance of water vapor
into the atmosphere by eveporation from water surfaces, ice surfaces, growing vegetar
tion and damp soil, ond then to squeeze it out again, as it were, by decrease of tem-
Perature, This decrease of temerature is accompdlished mainly by expansion of the
humid air incident to vertical convection.

"Now, evaporation is a process that consumes a very large amount of heat,
and radio does not nroduce a measurable amount of heat. Furthermore, we lmow from
observation that evaporation is neither hastened nor decreased by radio.

"Neither does radio cool the alr, nor in any way ceuse convection. In short,’
from theory and from observation we kmow definitely that radio does not affect any of
the steps, or processes, by which water vapor is yotten either into the atmosvhere or
out of it., It neither increases rainfall nor decreases it."
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