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Authority on kieteorology 

Although narlred inequa,lities of &,mos::>heric ?ressure on d i f fe ren t  :)mts of 

the ea r th t s  surface a re  probably a frequent cause o f  earthquakes, and. although P r e p  

sure d i s t r ibu t ion  ha,s ce r t a in  vJell-lcnown r e l c i i o n s  t o  wecl.ther, meteorolo,ists have 

found no evidence t o  su;?j?ort the  po-,ulm bel ie f  t h c t ,  f o r  a d ~ ~ 7  O r  more before a 

Severe earthqu,&e, the  air i s  generally s t i l l ,  opness ive  and sultr:.. 

o f ten  inet with i n  Califorilia md elsewhere, i s  exiboclied i n  the following p a s s w e  from 

b e t  E m t e l s  s tory ,  "The hiystery of t h e  Haciendall; 

T h i s  notion, 

"One night i t  was very warm; t h e  usual t rade  winds had died away before 

sunset, leavin;; an unwonted hush i n  slsy and p la in ,  

i n  this  sudden withdrawal of t ha t  rude stinrulus t o  the  o thera ise  i~1onotoaous l eve l  

There was something so  portentous 

tha t  a recurrence of such phenomena was always lrnown as 1 ecurtiiquake weRtherr The 

wild c a t t l e  moved uneasily i n  the distance without f eed ig , ;  herds of unbroken iimstan,s 

qproached the  confiiies of tile hacienda i n  vague timorous squads. The s i lence  and 

stagnation of the  o l d  house was op:!?ressive.It 

The idea, recurs i n  both ancient and modern l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  i s  evidently 

Connected with the  Se l ie f  of slleculntive Greek philoso2hers tha t  earthquakes are 

caused by winds ins ide  the  earth.  Thus A r i s t o t l e  s8ys th;.t ca.lm Itnust be most marked 

before the more violeizt eexthqudces, f o r  when tile wind i n  not p a r t  outside the ear th  

and par t  i n s ide ,  but moves i n  a sin;le body, i t s  stren(;th must be greater." 
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