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In  a book by F. A. Ober e n t i t l e d  "Canr-3~ i n  the Caribbeesll published i n  1880, 

we read as follows: 

ttImmediately preceding the hurricane, there a r r ive  off the Caribbean coast 

(of  Dominica) vast  numbers of b i r d s  ca l led ,  from t h e i r  c r i e s  lTwa-oot . 
t o  be the harbingers of hurricanes and only a p g e a  during the calms inmediately before 

a storm. 

They are  said 

They cover the wp,ter i n  large flocks and coiae i n  f rom the desolate sandy 

islands where they breed. 

t o  the natives as Whurricane birds.V When I arrived i n  Dominica the sea was black 

They m e  the sooty te rn  (Sterna fuliginosa) , but  are  laown 

with them, but on the inorning a f t e r  the storm they had disappeared, t o  a b i r d ,  as 

completely as thowh blown into another sj?here." 

I have seen a nunber of other references t o  the be l ie f  that  these b i rds  a r e  

heralds of t ropical  storins but I have never heard o f  any s c i e n t i f i c  investigation of 

the matter. 

s c i e n t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  on the subject. 

The U. S. Biological Survey s t a t e s  that  it i s  unable t o  r e f e r  me t o  

PerhgL3s the bel ief  i s  a pure oupersti t ion but 

perhws,  on the other hand, l i k e  a good many other notions i n  the domain of weather 

folk l o r e ,  i t  contains some smszl l  grain of truth. 
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