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By Cl ia les  Fitzhugh T d r n a n  
Authority on l\iet eorology 

For everyday pw?oses  no quant i ta t ive  def in i t ions  zre needed for such ex- 

2ressions as "rainy dw,rl Ifdry s:?eLl,If lldrou&t,ll e t c , ,  but such def in i t ions  a re  

usefu l  i n  connection with forilia1 weather s t a t i s t i c s .  I n  the records p b l i s h e d  an- 

nually by the B r i t i s h  Ra,inf c l . l l  Orgmization, incluciinii; r e s u l t s  of  observctions at 

more than 5,000 r s i n f c l l  s t a t ions  i n  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  several  terms of the  char- 

ac t e r  mentioned a r e  used with Ipec i se  iiiemings as  fo l lows :  

A rain-dcy i s  a :?eriod of 24 hours on which .01 inch o r  more o f  r a i n  i s  

recorded. 

A wet-day i s  a :?eriod of 24 hours on which .04 i n d i  o r  more of r s i n  i s  

recorded , 

A rain-sgell  i s  3, geriod of 15 o r  more successive days, each of which is 

a rain-day. 

A wet-sL)ell i s  cs period of 15 o r  more successive days, each o f  whicli i s  a 

wet-day, 

Ail absolute drought i s  a L3eriod of 15 o r  more successive days, no one of 

A p a r t i a l  drou,ht i s  a geriod o f  29 o r  nore successive days, the mean rain- 

fa l l  of which does not exceed .01 inch :?er day, 

A dry-spell i s  c? :,,eriod of 15 o r  more successive days, no one of  which i s  

a wet-doy, 
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