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Authorit ies on atinospheric acoustics a re  s t i l l  unable t o  e q . l e i n  e. number o f  

curious a e r i a l  sounds reiiorted f r o m  ti..re t o  time from various g a t s  of the world. 

They include the muffled detonstiops hiovrii as "brontides ,I1 o r  IlBarisal ,ws,l1 heard 

on the coasts of India,  I t a l y ,  Holland and elsewhere, and queer musical notes i n  the 

air ,  such as have often b e n  heard i n  Yellowstone Park. 

l i n e  i s  the following, iiu3lished i n  the current issue of Nature (London): 

The l a t e s t  t a l e  a l o x  t h i s  

' I C q 3 t .  P ,  Jansen, St.  Xelens Cuurt, London, E.C.3, has sent us an interest ing 

account of sounds heard by him n e w  the mouths of r ivers  i n  the Dutch East Indies. 

Except i n  t h e i r  higher :Jitch, they seem t o  resemble the Barisal gwis of the  Genges 

d e l t a  and the brontides of ce r ta in  d i s t r i c t s  i n  I ta ly .  On the roads of Sourabaya i n  

Java, he s a y s ,  two o r  three noises,  as of foghorns of d-ifferent notes,mre:heard at 

i r r e & u  in te rva ls  of a few seconds, ea& las t ing  f o r  one o r  two seconds. In the 

hold of an em2ty shi-, the noise was decfening, 

hours, tlie noises ceased as suddenly as they began, 

After continuing f o r  one o r  two 

Cqt. Janseii has heard the Fanie 

noises ,  but l e s s  frequeiitly, at the mouth of &~s&ler~ibang River i n  Surnztra. 

moutizs of some of the r ivers  of the Malay Peninsula, other noises were heard, like 

A t  the 

that  of plucking the s t r ings  of a musical iiistrumeiit, c l l  oil the  same note and at ir- 

re&ar intervals ,  Although B a r i s d  gxns a i d  brontides hzve f o r  long time been 

carefully studied, t h e i r  o r ig in  i s  s t i l l  obscure. 

mic d i s t r i c t s  and also i n  countries f r e e  f rom earti~qualres. 
than one or igin,  but t h e i r  frequent occurrence ilea' the mouths of great r ivers  seems 
t o  connect them with the s e t t l i n g  of the d e l t a  o r  of tlie underlying C r u s t . "  

They a r e  heard frequelltly i n  seis- 

Possi'sly they have more 
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