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The undersun - otherwise 1;novv.n as the pseudhelioiz o r  :?seudolielion - is  an 

in te res t ing  iiieiiiber of the large f a i l y  of o;>t i c a l  phenomena col lect ively cal led halos. 

I n  order t o  see i t  you must be a3ove the clouds; hence it  was ra ther  unfamilizr t o  

Alfred Wegener, i n  1910. A s:?le;i&id $aotogr2;;,2h wa.s tdzei1 i n  Ja~usxy 1928, from the 

Zugs;>itze, the highest sumnit of the  Bavarisn A$?s. 

The undersun i s  a b r i l l i a n t  imGe of the sun, seen on a horizontal  sheet of 

cloud lying below the  observer's level.  Its gosi t ion corres)?onds t o  thzt Of tine 6 W ' s  

image as seen re f lec ted  on a water surface. Like other halos,  i t  i s  formed only by 

clouds composed of  i c e  c r y s t a l s ,  and not Sy those consisting of water dro-,s. The 

undersun has soliletiines been seen surrounded by a c i r c u l x  halo of 22 degrees radius, 

and i n  other cases by a very rmch siimller cirmilar o r  e l l i L i t i c a l  halo. 

The corres:>onding ;hiiomeiioii of tine %mderinooa'l has also beeii re:!orted, 
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