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THE UNDERSUN

By Charles Pitzhugh Talman
Authority on Meteorology

The undersun =~ otherwise known as the pseudhelion or pseudchelion ~ is an
interesting member of the large family of optical phenomens collectively celled halos.
In order to see it you must be above the clouds; hence it was rather unfamiliar to
humanity before the resent era of aerial locomotion began. It is, however, somebimes
visible from mountaintons as well as from aircraft, and it has been photosrsshed from
both, The first nicture of this sort was, I beiieve, taken from a balloon by Dr.
Alfred Wegener, in 1910. A solendid photograph was teken in Jemuary 1928, from the
Zugspitze, the highest swmait of the Bavarian Alps.

The undersun is a brillient image of the sun,'seen on a horizontal sheet of
cloud lying below the observer's level. Its position corresponds to that of the sun's
image as seen reflected on a water surface. Like other halos, it is formed only by
clouds composed of ice crystals, and not by those consisting of water drops. The
undersun has sometimes been seen surrounded by & circulor halo of 22 degrees radius,
and in other cases by a very much smeller circuler or ellintical halo.

The corresphonding phenomenon of the "undermoon" has also been reported.
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