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A problem with which the courts o f  law may some day be called upon t o  grap- 

p le  i s  suggested by the  ewerience of a farmer i n  Webraska during the summer of 1934, 

when dust storms were so pevalei i t  i n  the in te r ior  of our continent. He had recently 

plowed a f ie ld .  

normal weather, extremely fer t i le .  

The s o i l  was dry and powdery as a resul t  o f  drought, but i t  was, i n  

I t  was property worth thousands Of dollars.  

The wind scoured up nearly a l l  the surface s o i l  above hardpan. 

something l i k e  10,000 cubic yards was blown t o  a neighboring f a r m  and spread over a 

meadow t o  an avera;e depth of s i x  inchBs, A t  last accounts the man from whose f a r m  

i t  cane was wonderiiiz how t o  get i t  back. He estimated that t o  do so would take 

about 500 days of  hauling at the r a t e  of 20 waijon-loads a day. 

But supiL3ose the neighbor objected t o  this p o c e d ~ r e ?  

A total o f  

Tho owns s o i l  thus 

If the wind blew a ten-dollar b i l l  moved f r o m  one farm t o  another by the breezes? 

across the boundary-line between two farms, i t s  ownershi]? would not be c h w e d ,  W 

should not the same be t rue of valuable r ea l  es ta te  carried away by the same WPnCY? 
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