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A t  last the dictionary-makers have discovered the  word Itgoosebone.lt The 

recent revised ed i t ion  of t he  New In terna t iona l  t e l l s  us that the word i s  a p l i e d  t o  

" the  bone of a goose loca l ly  used as a means of forecas t in& weather," thou& it fa i ls  

t o  s t a t e  t ha t  t he  breastbone i s  the  pa r t  of t he  b i r d ' s  matori exclusively eii@oyed 

f o r  t h i s  p q o s e .  

The suprsti t ious p rac t i ce  of f o r e t e l l i n g  the  character of a coining wiilter 

Some generations w;o. It was made widely fami l ia r  t o  Americans ear ly  i n  the present 

and were extensively copied. Niany of them centered about one Elias H a r t z ,  a weather 

Pro2het Of l o c a l  renown, who depended upon the goosebone f o r  h i s  predictions. 

H a r t z  died twenty years e o ,  but Nr. Burldiold.er i s  s t i l l  writin?; him uj? i n  

the Eagle. The i ssue  of December 9 contains sorlie anecdotes about nim. A s  the wr i te r  

is -.I- and de l igh ts  i n  being -- a ta len ted  Ivkmchmsen, h i s  reminiscences on t h i s  sub- 

j e c t  a r e  not necessar i ly  r e l i a b l e .  So i t  mqy  not be IIverotl but it i s  flben trovatos 

tha t  Hmtz once predicted a severe winter and was charged with being ill l e a s e  with 

the  Coal Trust, 

"The o l d  fo recas t e r  issued an indignant denial  ,It writes I@* 3urlcholder. 

"Curiously enough, t h e  ensu.ing winter was one of t he  niost severe ever recorded iii 
t h i s  section of t he  country, and i n  t h i s  H a r t z  had h i s  vindication.n 
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