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AN ILb-SOvntDED FOBCAST 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The o f f i c h l  long-range forecasts made i n  India as t o  the excessGor de- 

ficiency o f  the rainfall that i s  t o  at tend the blowing of the southwest monsaon 

are  now based on a matheraatical formula and accurate reports of meteorological con- 
b 

d i t i o n s  i n  rseveral widely separated p a r t s  of the world. 

take=, over half  8 century ago, they were based upon nothing be t t e r  than rather  

sketchy information concerning a l e  anowfa11 of  the preceding winter i n  the Bimala- 

When they were filrst under- 

Yas: 

ra infa l l  i n  the monsoon months, 

excess o f  which had been noticed i n  several years t o  be followed by li&t 
obtained 

m e  quality of  the information/w be judged from 

sorae reminiscences of former Jndim administrator, S i r  Ederard 4. 'bit, recorded in. 

the Journal o f  the Royal Society of U t e ,  About f i f t y  years ago, b o r t l Y  a f t e r  he 

had been posted t o  a aub-Himalay&tn subdivision, he  received a l e t t e r  asking h i m  how 

Wch snow had fallen i n  the h i l l e ,  m e  Tibetans mho cane down 111 the winter aonths 

had returned t o  the h i l l s ,  and he had no means of ge t t ing  accurate information. 

he was t o o  young t o  admit defeat, and 80 he made what inquiriea he could from the 

local people, who were al~iost as igaorant 8s hiinself, and sent i n  h i 8  report t o  the 

Deputy Comiissioner, 

But 

The Deputy Coisnissioner adopted h i s  report cm h i s  om; the 

local government did likewise, and $he forecast  regarding the probable Course of the 

monsoon i n  Assam was thus based upon the report !le had. sent in). 
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