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%e lnost v ivid descriptions o f  weather and c l i a a t e  are not usually f0-d 

in  books on meteorology and clirnatology but i n  non-scientific literature-novels, 

essws ,  poems and mecioirs. la " B e  Well of D W B , ~  Ivan 33uninrs autobiographical 

novel of a childhood spent i n  old RuscJia, h3e professional weatherman hai lo  ~ i a  

light the following passage, i n  wliicli the winner of last year's Wobel Priae for 

Literature pictures  winter scenes i n  h i s  homeland: 

"I recal l  impenetrable Asiatic snovstoms, raging sometimes f o r  mliole 

weeks oil end through which the tam b e l f r i e s  barely loomed- I reca l l  the Epiphany 

frosts which rmde one think of most ancient t ines  of Russia, of the colds which 

Con~~tel.lation of Orion, and by dw, crys ta l l ine  and s in i s t e r ,  shone two dul l  suns, 

and in the taut and resonant immobilitr of the burning air the whole tom was slowly 

broad and l ow carting sledges, whilst the  breath of the S h W  hOr6esv hoa*fro6ted 

up t o  t he i r  eyes, and of the peasants 100kj.n~ just the sane, walking ~ o o d e n ~  be- 

side then with whips, the i r  hands in huge yellov leather  glOVe6, CalAe out i n  Whiffs 

of  whi t e  vapor. 
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