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A230THER ICIND OF TlIiTTER 

By Charles Fitzhuc;h Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The rainy seasoii i n  B r i t i s h  India  (June t o  September, inclusive) was Once 

k~own as I1vrinter.l1 Corresponding terms i n  French m d  Snanish - v i z ,  nhivern%e" and 

I1invierno,I1 respect ively ., ard s t i l l  so ussd i n  t rop ica l  countries. 

Yule and Thrnel l Is  "Hobson-Jobson" suggests that  this use may have oriGi '  

nated i n  the f a c t  t h a t  winter i n  many p a r t s  o f  the Mediterranean coast i s  frWuelltlY 

a Season of r a i n ,  While r a i n  i s  r a r e  i n  summerr Hence the Arabic word Itshitall i s  

applied t o  both winter and rain.  

In Purchas h i s  Pilgriines there  i s  a descr ipt ion of a p a r t  o f  India which 

S W S :  "The winter heere bet,inneth about the f i r s t  of rune and clureth ti11 the 

Season i n  the Indian seds betvieen the limits of Suez a d  Singqiore*n 
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