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A remarkable f a c t  about mirage i s  that no generally recognized name 

f o r  i t  exis ted i n  any of the mrppean lmLawes u n t i l  the  keL;inning of  the nineteenth 

century, When l ! ~ ) o l e o n ~  a . soldiers  invaded Egypt, they were astonished at the s ight  

of ph,wtom lakes s1-mm.d over the hot sands of the desrert. The matheinntician U O ~ I P ,  

who cccompaaied the  e q e d i t i o n ,  published a descr ipt ion and explanation o f  t h i s  Wet- 

t a c l e  i n  the year 1800, and he zLiplied t o  i t  t h e  name it  now bears  i n  French 

English, and, i n  modified forms, i n  a number o f  other 1anLua;Ses. 

from the jargon of French sailors, who had previously q q l i e d  i t  t o  somewhat different 

appearances ob served at sea. 

The word Was ‘taken 

name became a conventional metm,i?or f o r  delusioiis i n  general 
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