
- A Science Service Feature_ 
Beleased upon receipt  
but intended f o r  use 
January 16, 1935 ? WHY THE \WT"ER 'P Mailed January 9, 1935 

- FATA $!ORGANA 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

Aspects of the  outdoor  LandscaIJe seen through the inhomogeneous and Emre Or 

l e s s  "bubblyrl glass of an ordinayy windovgane w i l l  of ten shov curious dis tor t ioi ls  such 

as are jroduced by the same :nocess of i r r e g u l a r  re f rac t ion  through air  i n  c e r t a i n  

s t a t e s  of the  atmosi3here. 

form, which changes with a s h i f t i n g  of the atmospheric strata t h r o x h  which i t  i s  

seen* 

A dis tan t  ship,  mountain o r  what not may thus assume awei rd  

The sun o r  moon, near the horizon, i s  of ten thus strnn:,.ely d is tor ted-  

m e n  izn extensive a r e a  of landscai?e 0 9  seascape i s  involved i n  such tram" 

formations, the  clisL31ay- as a, whole i s  ca l led  " f n t a  morgana.11 

Italiail le&endry, but the phenopenon i s  no more ~ ~ e c u l i t l r  t o  the shores of I t a l y  thal1 

i s  the Itspectre o f  the  Brocicen't t o  (3. p a r t i c u l a r  mountain i n  Germany& 

names ori,-,inally of l o c a l  qJ$ication have become generic, 

The ntlna i s  derived from 
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