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ELZCTRIC STORiS AUD CATTLE

By Charles Fitzhu h Talman
Authority on lMeteoroloyy

Stories of last yeer's remarkeble epidemic of dust storms sre still cropping
up. Let me therefore say a word about the recurrent tale that the electrical storms
that not. infrequently result from a dusty state of the atmosvhere are violent enough

to dehorn cattle,

The electrical storms in question are not thunderstoriss emd are not attend-
«2d by strokes of 1i hitning. Their manifestations consist of brush or corons dis-
charges, visible at ni ht and perhaps also on exceptionally derk days. They are ut-
tended by a hissing or crackling sound, and are known as "corposents' or "St. Zlmols
fire,M

The luminous brushes are seen on various pointed objects, such as the
barbs of barbedwwire fences, and there have been many reports of their gppearing on
the horns of cattles It is quite certain, however, that they can exert no violent
effect of any sort on horns or other things. The stories of dehorning probably
arise from cases in which cattle have .become nenic-stricken during & severe dust
storm, with its peinful fusillade of sand, gravel, etc., and that horns have been

knocked off in the mad rushes of the animals.
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