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ALASKAi? COLD 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

The in t e r io r  of Alaska i s  a land of extreme terrrJeratures. An o f f i c i a l  

reading Of 100 above zero i n  the shade i s  recorded from Fort Yukon, and there a r e  

tales of even hot te r  summer weather i n  the t e r r i t o ry ,  

intame and lasting. 

In winter the cold is often 

H.L. Fros t ,  of Vne U,S, Teather Bureau, writes on t h i s  subject: 

There a re  few inhabited regions of the world tvhere such urolonged geriods 

Of extreme cold a re  recorded, From old s e t t l e r s  one often hews s tor ies  of i solated 

where the thermometer fa l l s  below -80 and: remains below -70 f o r  dWs. Iiowever 

much one may doubt the accuracy of such statements, th is  extreino Cold i s  not at 

imWssible. 

i% C W S  throughout the country would furnish very interest ing S ta t i s t i c s  a d  mifSht  

reveal some unusualb/ cold loca l i ty  similar t o  the famous region at V e r ~ o y ~ s l ~ ,  

The records from a network of coo:>erative s ta t ions at the various l r h -  

Old inhabitants are of the oi2inion that the settlement of Birches, below 

mether  t h i s  i S  due t o  Tanam on the Yukon River, i s  the coldest place i n  Alaska. 

extremely l o w  temperatures o r  t o  a combine,tion of cold weather m d  high winds re- 

mains t o  be determined. 

$tat ion is -76 zt Taana  i n  Janumj 1886, wilile the lowest f o r  the en t i re  region is 
-80 recorded at o l d  Fort Rel imce a e t ~ :  Dawson, Yukon Territory. In February 1932 a 
privately owned thermometer at Ala tna ,  near AllalrdCet registered -82, but this t l?eP 
mometer was destroyed by f i r e  'before it could be secured f o r  t e s t inc  at l o w  tOmjpra' 
tures. 11 

deacon Stuck's mininnun thermometer, found at an a l t i t ude  of 15,000 f e e t  on Mount 
McKinley a f t e r  lying there 19 years. 
tenrperature lower t'nan' 100 below zero some time durinc; the period of- ex$osure. 
the index shaken down? 
resting In a s1ill;htly inclined goeition with the bulb end upi-)ermost.II The instru- 
ment was a r e l i ab le  one--but we shall never know the t r a t h  about that low tW;!era- 
tur e . 

(All r ights  reserved by Science Service, Inc,) 

The lowest teqerntu1-e accegted as Official  f o r  any Alaskan 

The most famous 1ow-temL)erature reading of a l l  i n  Alaska i s  that of Arch- 

"he index was down i n  the bulb, indicating a 

"It i s  s ta ted  that the thermometer was 
Was 

Mr. Frost s a y s :  
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