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I n  the year 1730 a young Scottish phycician, Dr .  John Lin iw ,  se t t l ed  i n  

Charleston (then cal led Charlestoim), i n  the co low of South Carolina, where he 

Practiced medicine for  30 years. 

quiries i n  many f i e lds ,  and ajnong them was iaetoorology. 

in the re la t ion  of weather t o  epidemic diseases, a d  he was thus l ed  t o  maintain 

remar meteorological observations, besinning i n  the yem 1738 - the first ser ies  of 

Throughout his l i f e  Lininc :msued Scient i f ic  in- 

He was eSpeCidpJ interested 

observations made w i t h  instruments i n  America. 

observations have frequently been published. 

The principal resu1fs Of his 

The weather instruments used by t h i s  ear ly  observer included a barometer, a 

pahrenheit therrfioneter, mother  thermometer which he described as trHawlcsbeetstt, a 

rainu€PWe of unknom pattern,  and a hygroscope. 

the secretary of the Royal Society: 

Of the last  he says i n  a l e t t e r  t o  

!'The hygroscope i s  a whipcod PW?FJ*ed a f t e r  the 

amfie mmmr as that of the societies i n  minburgh; the difference between i t s  great- 

est  and l e a s t  length * .- . f found t o  be 5 inches, f o r  which I made an index 5 inches 

long and divided i t  in to  100 eqw,l parts," 

northeast window i n  a screen o r  shel ter ,  which protected them Iron tho sun- 

The instrument8 were ins ta l led  outside a 

In b y ,  1753, L i n i w  performed the experiment of drawing e l e c t r i c i t y  from 

the Clouds by means of a k i t e ,  follominG the @xari$le se t  by Benjamin Franklin a Year 

before. 
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