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Authority on Meteorology 

In English d i c t iona r i e s  we f ind  the word l'sereintl defined as a f i n e  r a in  

which sometimes falls  from a c l e a r  sky shor t ly  a f t e r  sunset. 

has become the in t e rna t iona l  designation i n  meteorological works f o r  t h i s  alleged 

Phenomenon, which i s  always described as qui te  r a r e r  

existence? 

The word i s  French, but 

Has the phenomenon a r e a l  

The fact tha t  a stereotyped descr ip t ion  of i t  has been passed on from One 

meteorological wr i t e r  t o  another since the l a t t e r  p a r t  Of the 18 th  Century i s  by no 

means Conclusive evidence on t h i s  po in t ,  f o r  science has perpetuated m W  Wths  by the 

I t  s t i l l  remains possible tha t  r a i n  may sometimes fa l l  from a c l e a r  S k y ,  

t h i s  i s  not l i k e l y  to  be, 8 phenomenon pecul ia r  t o  the ea r ly  evening. Some 

cases can be explained 8s due t o  the oblique f a l l i n g  of raindrops, car r ied  horizon- 

t a l l y  by the vind,when the clouds from which they came have passed away. 
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