
4 Science_ Service Feature 
--- - ~ ______ 

Released on receipt 
but intended f o r  use 

22, 1936 

- GEORGE VASHINGTON' S WEATHER RECORDS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

m e  last words ever wri t ten by George Washington were his account of the 

weather of December 13, 1799, the day preceding his  death. 

f o l l o w s  : 

The record reads a8 

"13th. Morning snowing, and about three inches deep. 'Tind at northeast, 

and at 30. Continued snowing t i l l  one o'clock, and about four i t  became Per- 

fec t ly  clear. Wind i n  the same place but not hard. lilercury 28 at night," 

Washington was an assiduous observer and recorder of meRther throwhout his 

l i f e .  

discussion o f  the weather notes contained i n  h i s  d i a r i e s ,  so far as they are  extant* 

An interest ing task s t i l l  awaiting some meteorologist is the compilation and 

In the abscence of regular climatic s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  the region Where he 

l ived,  Washington doubtless found h i s  own record, kept for years at kmnt Vernon, of 

considerable value as a guide i n  his  a g r i c d t u r a l  unilertakings. He was i n  the h a b i t  

of reading the thermometer three times a day -- morning, noon and night. 

a l s o  the direction of the minds, the general character of the yeather, and the Occur- 

He noted 

rence O f  ra in  and snow, but evidently had no rain-gauge, which i s  not Strange, 88 

there were probably not a dozen o f  them i n  th i s  country up t o  the time O f  h i s  death. 
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