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The earliest careful studies of the duration of twilight were made by the 

Arabian astronomers of the Middle Ages. A reason for their interest in this subject 

Seasons of the year had been determined with considerable accuracy* 

dawn and an earlier faint illumination of the eastern Sky known as "falSe dawn*" 

mentioned in the literature of the Orient, The line in the RubaiyatD 

''Before the phantom of false morning died,!! refers to this phenomenon, which also 

gives the title to one of Kipling's tales. 

False dawn is the zodiacal light; supposed to be due to the reflection of 

It sunlight from fine particles of matter entirely outside the earth's atmosphere. 

is best seen in loa  latitudee; especially in the pure air of tropical and subtropical 

In the United States a d  Canada it is visible at certain times of the year? 

though not where the glare of town lights prevails. 
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